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Doctoral Programs Chapter # 04

4. Doctoral Program

4.1  For admission into the PhD program a minimum CGPA 3.00/4.00 (in the Semester
System) or First Division (in the Annual System) in MS or Equivalent shall be required.

4.2 Admission Policy for PhD admissions shall be in accordance with the HEC Policy.

4.3  The PhD program shall have a total of 48 SCH out of which 18 SCH shall be for the
course work which shall be qualified, as PhD scholar, with a minimum CGPA of
3.00/4.00.

4.4  The PhD student shall be on probation if his/her CGPA falls below 3.0. For two
consecutive semesters on probation, the admission shall stand Cancelled.

45 A maximum allowable registration in a Spring or in a Fall semester for a PhD scholar
shall be 09 SCH, whereas, it is 06 SCH in a Summer semester. Summer semester can
be used only for Deficiency courses.

4.6 A PhD scholar shall register in each semester during his/her studies. If a PhD scholar
remains unregistered for two consecutive semesters it shall lead to the cancellation of
the admission.

4.7  After the completion of course work, a PhD scholar is required to qualify the
comprehensive examination within a maximum of two attempts to get the PhD
candidacy status.

4.8 A scholar is required to register for comprehensive examination which shall be

conducted in the end of each semester with under mentioned specifications:

4.8.1 The subjects and course contents of comprehensive examination shall be defined by
the respective department.

4.8.2 Cumulative qualifying score for comprehensive examination shall be 70%.

4.8.3 Scholars who have registered but did not appear shall be awarded ‘F’ grade and
attempt shall be counted.

4.8.4 A withdrawal from comprehensive examination registration shall be communicated
in writing by the scholar at least two working days prior to the holding of

examination.

4.9 A Research Synopsis shall be submitted by the PhD candidate at least two semesters
prior to the dissertation submission, and the semester in which it is submitted shall
be counted.

4.10 Synopsis shall be examined by a committee comprising of:

a.  Dean of the Faculty - Chairman
b.  One external examiner - Member
c.  One internal examiner - Member
d.  Supervisor - Member

411 Synopsis shall be graded as Pass/Fail and in case of ‘Fail’ grade the candidate may
request in writing for another chance.

4.12 Each PhD Candidate after successful defense of PhD Synopsis shall be assigned a PhD
Supervisory Committee comprising of following:
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a.  Supervisor - Chairman
b. One external member - Member
C. One internal member - Member

4.13 A PhD scholar, during the research phase is required to earn a satisfactory report at the
end of each semester which shall be evaluated by PhD Supervisory Committee.

4.14 Publication of at least one research paper from PhD work in a HEC recognized Journal
having an Impact Factor as per latest Journal Citation Report published by Clarivate
Analytics (formerly known as Thomson Reuters).

4.15 The dissertation may be submitted after the completion of 30 research SCH and with
an active registration status at the time of submission.

4.16 A dissertation shall be cleared for evaluation if its similarity index is less than 20% in
total and less than 5% from a single source. Similarity from thestudent’sown published
work carried out during the PhD studies shall be excluded.

4.17 The university shall observe zero tolerance towards plagiarism. In case of any
ambiguity in plagiarism assessment, the following committee shall evaluate the case
and shall submit its recommendations to the BASR for decision:

a. Concerned Dean

b. Concerned HoD

c. Student's Supervisor

d. Director Graduate Studies

4.18 The dissertation shall be evaluated by at least two foreign experts from a
technologically / academically advanced country.

4.19 Atleast five foreign examiners shall be proposed by the Dean in consultation with the
Supervisor. Of these five BASR shall approve only three.

4.20 The PhD dissertation shall have at least two out of three positive foreign evaluations to
allow the candidate for final defense.

4.21 The Dean shall propose the local examiners in consultation with the Supervisor for the
approval of the BASR.

4.22  An open final defense for the PhD dissertation shall be carried out by a committee
comprising of:

a. Dean of the Faculty - Chairman
b. Two external examiners - Members
c. One internal examiner - Member
d. Supervisor - Member

4.23  On the conclusion of the final defense, the Chairman, in the absence of the candidate
and audience, shall invite the examiners for voting on one of the following options:
4.23.1 accepted as is;
4.23.2 accepted with minor revisions;
4.23.3 accepted with major revisions.
4.23.4 rejected

Rules and Regulations Page 3 0f18



Doctoral Programs Chapter # 04

4.24 A dissertation with minor revisions shall be submitted within 04 weeks from the date
of examination and shall be accepted with a certificate from the Supervisor that ‘the
revisions have been incorporated’.

4.25 A dissertation with major revisions shall be submitted within 12 weeks from the date
of examination and shall be accepted with certificates from both external and internal
examiners that ‘the revisions have been incorporated satisfactorily’.

4.26 The date of completion shall be the date of examination in case of minor revisions
whereas it shall be the date of re-submission in case of major revisions.

4.27  The Chairman shall ensure the communication of examiners comments to the scholar,
if any.

4.28 A maximum allowable duration, inclusive of semester break, for the PhD program shall
be 07 years from the date of admission whereas, the normal duration is 03 years.

4.29 PhD scholars are required to comply with the following timeline. In case of failure,
his/her case shall be referred to the BASR for cancellation of admission.

Time Limit
Activity (From the date of Admission)
Minimum Maximum
Course Work 2nd Semester 4™ Semester
Comprehensive Exam 3rd Semester 6t Semester
Synopsis Defense 4™ Semester 7t Semester
Thesis Submission 7t Semester 14t Semester

4.30 A scholar may repeat a course in which he has earned B- or below grade.

4.31 A scholar may get an elective course substituted with another elective course with the
approval of the department.

4.32 The PhD program completion shall be subject to the approval of the BASR. However,
a transcript / provisional certificate indicating program completion may be issued, on
the recommendations of the Dean, by the Chairman of the BASR.

4.33 Decisions of BASR in respect of comprehensive exam, synopsis and PhD completion
shall be issued over the seal of the Registrar.

4.34 Three copies of the final thesis along with a CD, containing soft copy of the thesis, shall
be submitted to the department.

Note:

e Anything not covered in these rules & regulations or in case of any ambiguity, the
decision and interpretation of the University shall be final and binding for
implementation.

e University reserves the right to continue or stop any program at any time
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Academic Council

Mohammad Ali Jinnah University

Minutes of the 09" Meeting held on December 18, 2020 at Mohammad Ali Jinnah University

The Academic Council Meeting of the Mohammad Ali Jinnah University was held on Friday,

December 18, 2020, at 09:00 AM, in the Conference Room (Block-A).

The Meeting was presided by Dr. Zubair Ahmed Shaikh, President, MAJU.

The following were present in the meeting:

Prof. Dr. Zubair A. Shaikh President

¢ Prof. Dr. M. Mansoor Ahmed,
Vice Chancellor, CUST

e Mr. Muhammad Ali Shaikh,
President IBFI

¢ Dr. Aziz ur Rehman Saifi,
Assistant Professor, Karachi University.

¢ Prof. Dr. Syed Imran Jami Dean Academics

¢ Prof. Dr. M. Kamran Azim Dean FoLS

e Prof. Dr. Asim Imdad Wagan Dean FoE

e Dr. S. M. Noaman Ahmed Shah Assoiate Dean
FoBA & SS

¢ Dr. Shaukat Wasi Associate Dean FoC

e Dr. Huma Jawed HoD BS

e Dr. Kashif Ishaque HoD CSE

e Dr. Ghazanfar Monir HoD BS

e Dr. Imran Mehboob Shaikh HoD MS

e Dr. Muhammad Meraj HoD Economics

e Dr. Tahir Islam HoD ME

e Dr. Muhammad Junaid HoD OISM

e Dr. Farrukh Mahmood HoD Finance

¢ Dr. Syed Khalig-ur-Rehman Raazi HoD CS
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e Ms. Maryam Hanif Ghazi HoD Psychology Member

e Mr. Naveed Akhtar Deputy Registrar Member
(Admin.)

e Dr. Areeb Ahmed Director QEC Member

e Mr. Shahzaib Aijaz Directr hiiarkedng Member

Director CELDD

Director Student

e Mr. Babar Saleem _ Member
Affairs
e Mr. Nauman Hafeez Ansari Director IT Member
e Mr. Syed Igbal Hussain Librarian Member
e Mr. Kashif Khan Registrar Secretary
Regret:
e Prof. Dr. Roshan Shaikh, CTO Aisoft, Inc Chancellor’s Nominee
e Mr. Abdul Ghaffar HoD Accounting & Member
Law
Agenda # 1 Welcome note by Chairman
The meeting started with the recitation of few verses from the Holy
Quran by Dr. Kamran Azim.
The Chairman, Dr. Zubair A. Shaikh, warmly welcomed all the
Members of the board attending its 09" meeting. He thanked the
external members for their presence.
Agenda # 2 Confirmation of Minutes of 08" Academic Council meeting held on
June 11, 2020.
The Dean (Academics), presented the minutes of 08" meeting of
Academic Council held on June 11, 2020.
The Council unanimously approved the minutes of 08" meeting of
Academic Council.
Agenda # 3 Action report of the 08" Academic Council meeting.

The Dean (Academics), presented the action report of 08" Academic
Council meeting held on June 11, 2020.

09t Academic Council
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The board deemed the action report as satisfactory.

Agenda # 4 Salient recommendations of Online Academic Council Meetings.

Prof. Dr. Asim Imdad Wagan, Director, Online Education presented the

salient recommendations of Online Academic Council held in Spring
and Fall 2020.

The Salient Recommendations are as under:

. Online Lectures can be delivered using following
mediums through Google meet or Microsoft Teams:
a.  Synchronous (online interactive sessions)
b.  Asynchronous (recorded offline videos)
c.  Blended (Asynchronous followed by
Synchronous mode)

2 If faculty members are opting for fully synchronous
communication, then they must have to ensure the availability
of recorded sessions of the week, on Google Classroom.

3. If faculty members are opting for Asynchronous
communication, then they must have to allocate time for
interactive online session handling discussions and Q/A. The
duration of the video must be atleast 75 minutes in a week,
preferably broken down in parts of 10-15 min.

4. Custodian of the course/section is the faculty member
allocated in the start of the semester. However, delivery
of lectures and course conduct will be done under Course
Coordinator appointed by HoD.

5. Course coordinator / Faculty Member must discuss
weekly progress of the course conduct with HoD. He or
she shall also submit a plan for the upcoming week.

6. Students must have to maintain attendance as perMAJU

rule during online semester. Exceptions may however be
given to students residing in remote locations.

09" Academic Council
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7. All the semester assessments in Spring 2020 are approved

to be taken online, while in Fall 2020 they are approved
to be taken Physical, on campus.

Resolution:

The council appreciated the working of Online Academic Council and
directed the Director, QEC to share the approvals with HEC — QAA.

Agenda # 5 Progress Report of Faculty of Life Sciences

Prof. Dr. Kamran Azim, Dean (Faculty of Life Sciences) presented the
review of the existing academic programs.
He presented following changes in existing Plan of studies :

A. The course of Biomedical Engineering (BS4960) offered in BS

Biosciences should be renamed as Introduction to Biomedical
Engineering (BS4960).

B. Total number of Elective courses in BS Biosciences shall be
reduced to 04 courses. Previously it was 06 courses.

C. All BS Biosciences students must have to complete two
Research Projects of 03 credit hours each in 07 and 08"
Semester.

D. The course of Food Biotechnology (BS4590) offered in BS
Biosciences should be renamed as Introduction to Food
Science and Technology (BS4590).

E. Bioentrepreneurship (BS4970) of 2+0 credit hours shall be
included in 8" Semester of BS Biosciences Program.

F. The course of Biomedical Engineering (BS4960) offered in BS
Biosciences should be renamed as Introduction to Biomedical
Engineering (BS4960).

G. The course of Bioinformatics 1 (BI5010) of MS
Bioinformatics should be renamed as Bioinformatics (BI5110).

H. All Labs of BS Biosciences Program have been assigned with
course codes as per MAJU course coding scheme, whose
exams shall be conducted separately.

09" Academic Council
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The council appreciated the progress and approved the mentioned
changes after some deliberations.

Agenda # 6 Progress Report of Faculty of Engineering

Prof. Dr. Asim Imdad Wagan, Dean (Faculty of Engineering) presented
the review of the existing academic programs. He further proposed the
merger of Electrical Engineering & Computer Systems Engineering
departments as Electrical & Computer Engineering department for
better administrative control.

Resolution:

Prof. Dr. M. Mansoor Ahmed, Vice Chancellor, CUST
appreciated the recommendation for merger of Electrical
Engineering with Computer Systems Engineering department.
However, he emphasized the need of inclusion in HEC — PQR.

The Council appreciated the progress and approved the merger.

The registrar shall initiate the process of update in HEC — PQR.

Agenda # 7 Progress Report of Faculty of Business Administration and Social
Sciences and Strategic Plan 2025

Prof. Dr. S. M. Noaman Shah, Associate Dean (Faculty of Business
Administration and Social Sciences) presented the review of the
existing academic programs. He presented the new specializations for
MBA and MS in the field of Islamic Banking and Technology. Also
presented Strategic Plan 2025 for approval.

Following courses will be included in the Plan of study for Islamic
Banking Specialization:

S.# Course Title B [uaGraHrs.
AAOIFI Shariah Standards

1 3
2 Canons of Islamic Finance 3
3. | Islamic Capital Markets 3
4 Modes of Islamic Banking 3
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Following courses will be included in the Plan of study for Technology
Specialization Elective Course :

S Course Title : o

Usability Engineering for Ecommerce

Data Mining for Business Analytics

IT Tools & Techniques in Project Management
Innovation & Technology Management
Bioentrepreneurship

Artificial Intelligence in Business Management
Data Analytics & Visualization

Al BN RS S
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Resolution:

The Council after discussion on curriculum appreciated the progress

and approved the adoption of new specialization electives for MBA and
MS Programs. Also approved the Strategic Plan 2025.

The registrar shall initiate the necessary process regarding curriculum.

Agenda # 8 Progress Report of Faculty of Computing

Dr. Shaukat Wasi, Associate Dean (Faculty of Computing) presented
the review of the existing academic programs.

Resolution:

The Council appreciated the progress of Faculty of Computing.

Agenda # 9 Initiatives of New Academic Programs

HoDs from departments presented the proposal for new Academic
programs. The following programs included :

1. BS -Financial Risk Management and Actuarial Sciences
2. BS - Global Operations & Analytics (GOA)

3. MS - Supply Chain Management (SCM)

4. BS - Entrepreneurship.

09t Academic Council i b

\a



Mohammad Ali Jinnah University

5. MS - Marketing and Advertising
6. MS - Islamic Banking & Finance
7. BS - Biotechnology

8. PhD - Biosciences.

Resolution:

A thorough discussion were made by the participants of councils.
Following decisions were made:

A. The program for BS - Financial Risk Management and
Actuarial Sciences (FRM & AS) was not approved.
However, the council approved the inclusion of Actuarial
Sciences stream as a specialization in BBA program.

B. The council discussed the program of BS - Global
Operations & Analytics (GOA) and highlighted some
suggestions in Plan of study. It gave the approval for
commencement of the program from Fall 2021.

C. The Council approved the initiation of MS - Supply Chain
Management (SCM) program after the due process of
accreditation and NOC from HEC.

D. BS - Entrepreneurship program, Plan of study was
discussed, and the Council gave the approval for
commencement of the program from Fall 2021.

E. The Council discussed the Plan of study along with
eligibility criteria for Admissions and approved the
initiation of MS - Marketing and Advertising program after
the due process of accreditation and NOC from HEC.

F. The Council after discussing the program document
approved the initiation of MS - Islamic Banking & Finance
program after the due process of accreditation and NOC
from HEC.

G. The council approved the program of BS Biotechnology for
initiation in Fall 2021.

H. In Faculty of Life Sciences, the council approved the
program of PhD Biosciences, The Dean, Faculty of Life

09* Academic Council
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Sciences, has been directed to initiate the process of NOC
in this regard.

Agenda # 10 Admissions Strategy and Schedule of Spring 2021

Dr. Shaukat Wasi, Director Admissions presented the Admissions
Strategy and Schedule for Spring 2021.

Resolution:
The Council appreciated and approved the Admissions Strategy for

Spring 2021 unanimously.

Agenda # 11 Revision in Academic Calendar 2020 and 2021

Mr. Muhammad Kashif Khan, Registrar (Academics) presented the
Academic Calendar of Fall 2020, Spring 2021 and Summer 2021. He

further stated that the presented schedule is the revision due to the
Covid 19.

Resolution:

The Council approved the revision in Academic Calendar for Fall
2020, Spring 2021 and Summer 2021 unanimously.

Agenda # 12 Progress Report of Quality Enhancement Cell
Dr. Areeb Ahmed, Director QEC presented the progress report of QEC.

Resolution:

The Council deliberated upon the progress of the Quality Enhancement
cell and concluded that its progress was satisfactory.

Agendg 13 Progress l.le;')ort'of Office of Research Innovation and
Commercialization

Prof. Dr. Muhammad Kamran Azim, Director ORIC presented the
progress report of ORIC.

Resolution:

09" Academic Council _
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The Council deliberated upon the progress of the Office of Research
Innovation and Commercialization and concluded that its progress was
satisfactory.

Agenda # 14 Center for Executive Learning Development and Diversity Report

Mr. Shahzaib Aijaz, Director CELDD presented the program report of
CELDD.

Resolution:

The Council deliberated upon the progress of the Office of Research
Innovation and Commercialization and concluded that its progress was
satisfactory.

Agenda # 15 Revision in Academic Rules

Dr. Syed Imran Jami, Dean (Academics) presented the modifications in
existing MAJU Academic rules 4.1.

Resolution:

The Council observed that the revision is minor in nature and approved
the Academic Rules as “MAJU Academics Rules Version 5.0”.

Agenda # 16 Establishment of Institutional Ethical Review Board

Prof. Dr. Muhammad Kamran Azim, Director ORIC presented the
working paper for [IERB. Following shall be the members :

e Prof. Dr. M. Kamran Azim (Chairman)
Dean, Faculty of Life Sciences,
Mohammad Ali Jinnah University

* Representative of Faculty of Business Administration and
Social Sciences

1. Dr. Tahir Islam

Head, Department of Marketing & Entrepreneurship
Mohammad Ali Jinnah University

2. Ms. Maryam Hanif Ghazi
Incharge, Department of Psychology
Mohammad Ali Jinnah University

¢ Representative of Faculty of Life Sciences
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Dr. Huma Jawed
Associate Professor, Department of Biosciences,
Mohammad Ali Jinnah University

® Representative of Faculty of Computing

Dr. Teerath Das
Assistant Professor, Department of Computer Science
Mohammad Ali Jinnah University

¢ Representative of Faculty of Engineering

Dr. Ghazanfar Monir
Associate Professor, Department of Electrical Engineering
Mohammad Ali Jinnah University

e 01 External Subject expert as per case.

Resolution:

The Council appreciated and approved the Establishment of
Institutional Ethical Review Board unanimously.

Agenda # 17 Adoption of Undergraduate Education Policy 2020 by Higher
Education Commission

The Academic Council was apprised that the HEC Pakistan vide their
letter no. No.1-32/PERU/UGE Policy/HEC/20/20 Dated: 9" December
2020 has notified the Undergraduate Education Policy 2020. The
Salient features of the Undergraduate Education Policy 2020 are as
under: -

a. Introduction

b. Framework

¢. The Four Year BS Degree

d. Professional Degree

e. The Two Year Associate Degree (AD)
f.  The General Education Requirement

g. The Practical Learning Requirement

h. Miscellaneous Provisions

09t Academic Council
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1. Acronyms and Glossary

Resolution:

The council approved the adoption of Undergraduate Education Policy
2020 by Higher Education Commission.

A Committee of all Deans under Dean (Academics) has been formed
for uniform curriculum having all concerned Deans as its members.

The council authorized this committee for developing plan of studies
and admissions criteria.

Agenda # 18 Policy for students with Disabilities

Dr. Areeb Ahmed, Director QEC presented the Policy for students with
Disabilities.

Resolution:

The Council approved the Policy for students with Disabilities
unanimously.

Agenda # 19 Adjournment

There being no further business, it was moved, seconded, and carried
that meeting be adjournment at 12:00 pm. The meeting ended with a
vote of thanks by the Chairman to the participants of the meeting.

Prepare Approved by:

OA U
Prof. Dr. Syed ran Jami Pro r. Zubair A. Shaikh
Dean Acg Pregydent MAJU

09" Academic Council



Doctoral Programs Chapter # 04

Rules and Regulations Page 3 0f18



